
PHY385-‐H1F	  Introductory	  Op6cs	  
Class	  17	  –	  Outline:	  Sec6ons	  8.4	  to	  8.9	  

•  Birefringence:	  Rochon	  Prism,	  Wollaston	  Prisum	  
•  Birefringence:	  Ordinary	  and	  Extraordinary	  Rays	  
•  Polariza6on	  by	  ScaPering	  	  
•  Wave	  Plates	  	  

•  Circular	  Polarizers	  	  
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Wollaston	  Prism	  made	  of	  Quartz	  
	  OA 

OA 

	  OA 

	  OA 

Perpendicular	  
polariza6on	  

Parallel	  
polariza6on	  

Unpolarized	  
incident	  light	  

OA 

OA 

n|| > n⊥

n|| > n⊥



Ordinary	  wave	  

n⊥ ≡ no



Extraordinary	  Wave	  
n|| < n⊥

Usually n|| is called ne. 


