
How to do your electronic homework 
Help on MasteringPhysics Software for PHY131 

Winter 2009, Jason Harlow 

 
You will be using MasteringPhysics software for 2 types of weekly assignments in PHY131:  

Pre-Class Quizzes and Problem Sets. 

Accessing the Software 

You must have cookies, JavaScript and pop-ups enabled for your browser. You may already have this – 
if not, you will be prompted to enable before you can complete the assignments. 

The First Time you Log On 
The information below is required for setting up your MasteringPhysics account. 

• Go to http://www.masteringphysics.com/ 

• Choose Mastering Physics for Knight Physics for Scientists and Engineers. 

• Click on Register. 

• As part of the textbook package for PHY131, you bought a Student Access Kit for the software. 
Use the Access Code in the kit. 

• You will be asked for your name. Use the exact same name that you gave on ROSI. 

• You will need to know that the Dept. of Physics postal code is: M5S 1A7.  

• You will choose a login and password. They will provide you with access to year. 

 

Keep your MasteringPhysics login and password secret! 
Remember what they are or keep them somewhere safe and secure.  

A good password is one that you will never forget and your best friend can not guess.  

• You will be asked for the course ID: it is MPPHY131S09, for MasteringPhysics PHY131H1S 
2009. 

• You will be asked for a Student ID. This should be your 9-digit student number. You can not 
change this later, so be sure to type it carefully.  

• Click on Assignment List in the upper-left corner of the screen to see the available assignments.  

The Introduction to MasteringPhysics assignment does not count for marks but provides important 
information on using the software: we strongly recommend that you go through it first. It should take 
about 30 minutes. 



 2 

 

Second and Subsequent Accesses 
• Go to http://www.masteringphysics.com/ 

• Choose Mastering Physics for Knight Physics for Scientists and Engineers. 

• Log in using the login/password that you chose when setting up your account. 

• Click on Assignment List in the upper-left corner of the screen to see the available assignments.  

Your Own Work 

The Pre-Class Quizzes and Problem Sets being delivered to you with this software have been designed 
to be completed by individual students working alone. I expect you to do them yourself, without too 
much help from your friends.  The Pre-Class Quizzes should be fairly easy to complete if you have done 
the reading. The Problem Sets are marked in a very forgiving manner and are designed to lead you 
toward the correct answer without too much frustration.  If you do get stuck and need a little help, it is 
okay to consult your TA, instructor, or friends.  But please do not rely on this help as a “crutch”.    

How PHY131 Uses MasteringPhysics 

As mentioned, we use this software for two different things: 

1. Pre-Class Quizzes, worth 2% of the course or 0.2% each. 

Title Chapter Due by 10:00 A.M. 

Pre-Class Quiz 1 – Error Analysis 

Error 
Analysis 

Assignment Monday, January 12, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 2 – Chapter 3, 4 3 Monday, January 19, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 3 – Chapters 4, 5 4, 5 Monday, January 26, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 4 - Chapter 6 6 Monday, February 02, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 5 - Chapters 7, 8 7, 8 Monday, February 09, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 6 - Chapter 10 10 Monday, March 02, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 7 - Chapter 11 11 Monday, March 09, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 8 - Chapters 12, 13 12, 13 Monday, March 16, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 9 - Chapter 14 14 Monday, March 23, 2009 
Pre-Class Quiz 10 - Chapter 15 – 
Zinke Chapters 11,12 Zinke 11,12 Monday, March 30, 2009 

 

2. Problem Sets, worth 6% of the course, or 0.67% each. 

Title Chapter Due by 11:59 P.M. 
Problem Set 1 - Chapter 1 1 Friday, January 09, 2009 
Problem Set 2 - Chapter 2 2 Friday, January 16, 2009 
Problem Set 3 - Chapter 6 6 Friday, February 06, 2009 
Problem Set 4 - Chapters 7, 8 7, 8 Friday, February 13, 2009 
Problem Set 5 - Chapter 9 9 Friday, February 27, 2009 
Problem Set 6 - Chapter 10 10 Friday, March 06, 2009 
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Problem Set 7 - Chapter 11 11 Friday, March 13, 2009 
Problem Set 8 - Chapter 14 14 Friday, March 27, 2009 
Problem Set 9 - Chapter 15 - Zinke 
Chapter 11 Zinke 11 Friday, April 03, 2009 

 

• You may begin work on an assignment as soon as it is released and appears in the Assignment 
List. This is typically about 10 days before it is due.  

• You may log out at any time. If you have partially completed a question the system will 
remember where you are for the next time. If you have only completed some of the questions of 
an assignment the system will remember that too. 

• The percentage of available marks on a particular assignment will fall linearly to 0% by one hour 
after the due date and time. 

• There is no time limit on how long you may take in completing an assignment except for the due 
date and time. Nonetheless, you should be sure to begin assignments well before the due date and 
time.  

• The details of how the software scores your answers is sort of complicated, and mostly not under 
our control. In general if you answer the questions correctly you will receive a higher mark than 
if you don't.  

Pre-Class Quizzes 
It is important to read the material that will be discussed in class before that discussion. The Pre-Class 
Quizzes are intended to motivate you to do this reading, so that you will get more out of the classes. 

Each Pre-Class Quiz must be completed by 10 AM on Monday, and covers the textbook material that 
will be discussed in class for that week. You should read the relevant sections of the textbook before 
beginning a quiz. Provided you have done this reading, each quiz should take only a few minutes and 
should be fairly easy to do well on.  

You are allowed one attempt for each answer.  The quizzes are “open-book”, meaning you may consult 
your textbook before you answer.  Be warned that the marking is very unforgiving, if you accidentally 
click the wrong answer you will lose points, so please be sure of yourself before you click “Submit”. 

Each question counts equally towards your final mark on the Quiz. Each Quiz counts equally towards 
your final mark in the course.  

Problem Sets 
In Physics, doing problems is vital for your learning. The Problem Sets delivered with MasteringPhysics 
provide a nice environment for this aspect of your education.  

Each Problem Set must be completed by 11:59PM on Friday, and covers the material that was 
discussed in class that week. You should have studied the material of the problem set before attempting 
it. 

Students typically take about at hour or so to complete each Problem Set, although some people will 
take longer.  The number of points each question of a Problem Set is worth is based on the estimated 
time to complete it. 
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You are allowed 4 attempts for each answer. Syntax errors in mathematical expressions are not counted 
as an attempt, provided the software recognizes them as such. The problems are designed to be tutorials 
in which you always eventually get to the correct answer; there are many hints and you may consult 
your textbook while working on the problems.  If you successfully solve a Problem Set without using 
any of the Hints you will receive a bonus of 2%. 

Don't be misled by the fact that the problems are delivered via a browser: you should carefully solve all 
problems on a piece of paper. You should use the same Problem Solving strategy that is discussed in the 
textbook and is used for every example done in class. You may find your paper work useful later when 
studying for the Midterm or the Final Exam.  

Again, we urge you to do the Introduction to MasteringPhysics assignment as soon as 
possible.  It is an excellent tutorial and the lessons you learn may save you from losing 
points later! 

If Something Goes Wrong ... 
Although MasteringPhysics is well-written software, problems with it may occur. These may be bugs in 
the software or a problem with the way you are trying to use it. Report any problems to the coordinator, 
Jason Harlow. Please include as much information as possible about the problem, including the 
operating system, the browser (with version number), etc.  

Protect Your Work  

 
If you are using the software with a computer to which other people have access, be sure 

to log out when you are finished.  

 

MasteringPhysics is based on the MyCyberTutor program that was originally developed by David E. 
Pritchard and others at M.I.T. Previous students have overwhelmingly rated this software as being very 
valuable for their learning of Physics.  

Original version of this document was written by David M. Harrison in August, 2004. 
The last revision was by Jason Harlow, Mar. 4, 2009: the final quiz and problem set were changed to be 
Zinke Chapters 11,12 instead of Knight Chapter 15. 

 


