
UofT Physics Graduate Student Financial Support for 2023-2024 

 Graduate students are provided with a yearly stipend and an opportunity for paid teaching assistantships. This 

financial assistance is not a salary in the traditional sense: the most valuable parts of graduate studies are learning, training, and 

experience. The intent of a stipend is to allow graduate students to focus on their research without the distraction of additional 

employment to pay for housing, tuition, etc. The structure of graduate funding are described at this Faculty of Arts & Science 

page. The University of Toronto guarantees a basic amount for five years of graduate studies. That university-wide base 

amount is currently $20,500 + tuition and fees; however net Physics stipends are significantly higher: this year, $28,500 + 

tuition and fees. A further-increased stipend is often received by awardees of external scholarships.  

 The following financial packages are anticipated for the academic year beginning in September 2023. The amounts 

shown are forecasts based on our financial resources at the time of writing, and thus subject to revision. At the beginning of the 

Fall term, each student receives a detailed, personalized email outlining the sources of their support in the upcoming year.  

 

Year 1 UTF OGS CGSM  Conacyt  Quarmen 

External scholarship $0 $15,000 $17,500  $26,000  $44,920 

UofT / Endowment Fellowship $23,589 $12,339 $10,464  $10,289  $5,720 

Support from research grants (RA) $6,200 $6,200 $6,200  $0  $9,520 

Teaching Assistantship (140h) $6,925 $6,925 $6,925  $6,925  $0 

Total financial support $36,714 $40,464 $41,089  $43,214  $60,160 

Net stipend after tuition and fees $28,500 $32,250 $32,875  $35,000  $28,500 

        
Year 2-4 UTF OGS CGSM PGSD Conacyt CGSD Vanier 

External scholarship $0 $15,000 $17,500 $21,000 $26,000 $35,000 $50,000 

UTF, Endowment, Top-up $17,120 $13,370 $12,745 $11,870 $10,289 $3,539 $3,000 

Support from research grants (RA) $12,669 $5,169 $3,919 $2,169 $0 $0 $0 

Teaching Assistantship (140h) $6,925 $6,925 $6,925 $6,925 $6,925 $6,925 $6,925 

Total financial support $36,714 $40,464 $41,089 $41,964 $43,214 $45,464 $59,925 

Net stipend after tuition and fees $28,500 $32,250 $32,875 $33,750 $35,000 $37,250 $51,711 

        
Year 5 UTF OGS  PGSD Conacyt CGSD Vanier 

External scholarship $0 $15,000  $21,000 $26,000 $35,000 $50,000 

UofT / Endowment Fellowship $10,920 $7,170  $5,670 $4,420 $3,000 $3,000 

Program Level Fellowship (PLF) $5,000 $5,000  $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 

Support from research grants (RA) $18,869 $11,369  $8,369 $5,869 $539 $0 

Teaching Assistantship (40h) $1,980 $1,980  $1,980 $1,980 $1,980 $1,980 

Total financial support $36,769 $40,519  $42,019 $43,269 $45,519 $59,980 

Net stipend after tuition and fees $28,555 $32,305  $33,805 $35,055 $37,305 $51,766 

 

Notes: 
- Years "1" to "5" correspond to the typical MSc-plus-PhD progression for students in the physics graduate program. Students 

who started in the four-year PhD (typically following an MSc at another university) should add one to their graduate year. In 

other words: "Year 1" includes MSc students and direct-entry PhD students in their first year. "Year 2" includes four-year PhD 

students in their first year, and direct-entry PhD students and their second year. "Year 5" is the final year in the funded cohort: 

the fifth year for direct-entry PhD students and the fourth year of the four-year PhD program. 

- These support levels apply to the funded cohort: up to one year of the MSc program, up to four years of the (four-year) PhD; 

or up to five years in the direct-entry PhD program. 

- These example numbers above assume domestic-student tuition & fees at the St. George Campus (STG), which are $8,214 for 

2023-24. For MSc students, international students, and for UTM or UTSC students, support will be adjusted such that the net 

stipend is at the same level as STG domestic PhD students. (For example, international MSc tuition & fees is $31,660 in 2023-

24.) Students are responsible for payment of tuition fees. More information is available from the Student Account Office. 

- The TA support levels are given for Fall 2023 and include 4% vacation pay. TA hours may be declined if the financial 

assistance is not required, as is typically the case for high-value scholarship holders. Additional hours may also be 

requested.  

-In the last PhD year of the funded cohort, many students receiving the Program Level Fellowship (PLF) choose to reduce 

their TA to 40h, and devote more time to their research. This is optional; many students opt to continue their full TA.  

- Students must inform the Graduate Office in writing if they are awarded any external scholarships. 

https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-funding/how-graduate-funding-works
https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-funding/how-graduate-funding-works
https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-funding/base-funding-package
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/awards/
https://studentaccount.utoronto.ca/
https://www.cupe3902.org/unit-1/
https://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-funding/program-level-fellowships

